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PEAS

5^ AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
Peas produce best in temperate re-
gions where the summer temperature
| not too hot They are fairly hardy
and will withstand slight frosts. They
slioul^ be grown on good sandy-loam
soils, although they will grow in a
wide variety of soil conditions. They
prefer well-drained soil that is sweet-
ened with lime and that contains an
appreciable amount of organic mat-
ter,

CULTURAL  DIRECTIONS:   Peas   are
sown as soon as  the soil  can  be
worked. In the garden, it is prefera-
ble to grow them in rows 2 to 3 feet
apart or in closely placed alternate
rows to form  double  rows  which
should be separated by three feet.
For the garden, it is possible to soak
the seeds in water and allow them to
show tiny sprouts  before   planting
them in the soil. Seeds should not be
placed in deep water, but should be
spread out one pea deep with enough
water to cover only half of the seed.
Careful planning is  necessary,   be-
cause a lot of seed may be spoiled
unless it is planted as soon as it is
ready.

If the seed is sown in furrows, a
transplanting solution should be
poured over it before the soil is
placed on it This will make the seed
germinate about five days earlier and
will supply enough nutrients so that
the plants need not be fertilized fur-
ther. If peas have not been grown on
the soH before, it is advisable to in-
oculate the seeds, that is, to coat
them with a bacterial mixture which
bdps them to get their nitrogen from
tk air. Peas do not need much fer-
tilizer.

Tkt vines should be supported by

brush to keep them off the ground.
Or they can be supported on trel-
lises. H two rows are planted to-
gether, they do not need so much
support. The dwarf varieties do not
need support.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: The insects
and diseases that afTcct peas are not
serious. They arc usually due to poor
cultural  practices.   Root   rot   causes
considerable damage, but it is usually
due to a lack of lime in the soil. Too
much fertilizer too close to the roots
seems to weaken the plants so that
they are more susceptible to the root-
rot   organisms.    Alildew   sometimes
causes trouble in wet  weather,  but
there is no practical control for it ex-
cept to keep the plants oil the ground,
so the air can move around the plants
freely and keep the foliage dry. Spots
sometimes appear on the pods. These
are due to organisms growing- in the
moisture on the pods. They can be
controlled by good air circulation.

Pea aphids are bad pests in cool
weather. They get  on  the growing
tips of the plant and on the under
sides of the smaller leaves. On young
plants, they will ruin the crop.  On
older plants, they may do very little
damage.  A nicotine sulphate  spray
will control the aphids. If the plants
get an early start and make a rapid
growth, there is less danger of bad
infestations   on   the   early   varieties.
The late varieties are usually more
vulnerable. The pea weevil does some
damage by burrowing into the seeds
in the pods. The eggs arc laid on the
pods and, as they hatch, the larvae
work into the seed and may remain
there   until   the   iollowing   season,
Cleanliness  will help  to  keep  this-
pest in check.